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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1. The central offices of the

50X1

telephone and telegreph administration in
Keunas were (and probably still are) located in g modern,
briek building located between Lalsves Aleje -~ the Avenue

three-story
of Freedom

(now Stalin Avenue) end Ozeskienes Street (probably now renamed.) It

fronted on Ozeskienes Street end was constructed in 1934-1935,
the Germens attempted to destroy the buildi

the basement but only partially succeeded.

Enclosure. (4
location and nearby buildings.
2. The first two floors of
. Btreet) housed administrative offices;

over to telegraph offices and equipment

in the back section or centreal part of

Pogt Office yerd. There are windows on bot

I have drawn separate sketches
of "the basement (Sketch 2),

of the location of the building

In 194k

ng by setting charges in

I have drawn a sketchzﬁée
from memory to show its

the front of the building (facing Ozesklenes

the third floor fromt was given

.

The telephone equipment was

the building which faced on the

h sides of this central part.
ce Enclbsures('B)n(Eﬂfrom‘memory of the layout
first (Sketch 3), second (Sketch L) nmd

50X1

third (Sketch 5) floors.
50X1 \

storage batteries, power units and
basement. The first floor (Sketch
test desk, long distance repesters

workshops end storerooms as shown.

Ag CEL‘UEABEER Irom Sketch 2 there was e basement
building only.
cable vault were sll located in the
3) accommodated toll lines, frames,
(including an intermediste Riga-
Berlin repester), subscribers meters, the main distribution freme,

During the first Soviet occupation

offices,

there was a door between the freme room of the Tfirst floor and the first
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flo_oclléfiwtb’g(ggjoiping Ministry of Justice building used by NKVD agents
for €ELI0H’ cheihges of the controlled lines between the main digtri.
bution frame and the listening board. In the ‘same room of Ministry of
Justice building there was a 100 or 200 line secret psnel dial system
central office made by Ericson of Sweden. It was used for connectlons
between high Government officials » the Ministry of Communication and Post’
Administration officials. It had no connection with the Keunas central
offices. but was maintained by & techniclan from the telephone administra-
tion, \Q there was also listening equipment for wire tapping
where conversations of certeln subscribers of the regular service were
monitored on & 24-hour basis.

" The automatic equipment on the second floor was manufactured and installed

by the Automstic Electric and Telephone Company, Ltd, of Liverpool, England.
The cut-over took place in November of 1936. The dialing equipment is

the "step-by-step" system with selectors similar to those used in the US.
Subscribers were assigned numbers from 20 thousand to 29999. There is also
& one thousand line telephone central of & similer type located on the
second floor of the Post Qffice at Sancial, a suburb of Kaunas, on
Juozgpavicius- Prospect., . Its numbers were from 41 thousand to %1999. It was
installed'at the same time as the “m#if office and was connected by 40

or: 50 -trunl; oy subseriber at Kaunas. could disl.Sanclai by the first

two- digits”_"glﬂ}ia 0" Sanciad could .dial.Keupas by first dipling the first
diglts (). s@:gir of the downtown Kaunas area and the larger streets
were .reached by GHdsl; Tie

of the two, SubscriBéis.bn the periphery. were’reached by aerial cables
and open wire lines gt poles. Kaungs end Sancisi were connected
by underground and aerial, cables. '

und, ceble; others by agrial ceble or combinations

Sk

The long-distance central office located on the third floor had a switch-
board of 24k positions and -about 100.Jlong distance lines. There was at
least. one line between Kaunes and es‘;é? ;;gwn which was-an administrative
center of the 20 districts plus other. le Eﬁg towns. BSome had two and
three lines. There were also telephone iri o all neighboring Post
Offices eround Keunas. All long distance liles.outside the eity (Ksunas)
and larger towns were open wiré lines.|
amplifiers were used on long distance lines which' often caused poer trans-
mission.. For ipnternational connections there were long-distance direct lines
to Berlin, Koenigsberg, Editkubnen, Rige, Liepaja and, I believe, Jelgava
and Daugavpils, Latvia. After the Germans occupied Klsipeds (Memel) there
were direct connectlons between Klaipeds and Kaunes. I am not sure of direct
connections with the USSRL:,_,L\ however the towns located on the
Lithuenign borders had connections with towns in the other foreign border

50X1

-»tov’ms( There was a transit open wire line made up of four mm diameter copper
" wire,

one pair) with an intermediate repeater on the first floor of the
central in Keunas for direct commuphgation: between,Riga. and Berlina.;
Koenigsberg and Rigas and, possibly, Berlin and Moscow. A high frequency
repeater (carrier) made possible the use of one circuit of exceptionally
fine built (and meinteined) peir of the same sized copper wire for three
conversations simultaneously. There mey be amplifiers on that line at
other polnts b‘{i;tq Lism not sure. To the best of my knowledge the leased
line went through koeniffsberg,  Kybartai, Kaunas, Sieuliail, Joniskis and
Jelgava. There were also two more high frequency repeaters in the Kaunas

ceptral exchenge for connections with Ka.unasj“ﬂ@:),'ji:qgl%gnd Siauliai which

P o

made, I believe, two circults out of gng,. wire pair’

In all of Lithuanie the only other dlal central of the same type as Kaunas
was at Klalpeds with a three thousand line capecity. ILarge post offices

such as Sisullai, Panevezhils, Mariyampole , Silute and Ukmerge had central
battery manual switchboerds. Smaller post offices had only local battery

manual centrel offices.
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6. The ‘Bepublic of Lithuania was divided into approximately 20 telephone dis-
- triets..Bach was headed by a distriot mechanic with an assistant. They
‘hired line teams who were untrained but received on the Job" training.
‘These were .seasonal and not Dermanent employees. They meintained telephone
‘and telegraph lines and constructed new lines. They installed equipment
in post offices and maintained the networks of towns. Each post office
‘hed & technieian who took care of telephone and telegraph equipment and
.1ides. . The long distsnce lines are subjected to much damsge due to
-storms, winter and summer. When breakdowns occurred, repair teams and
technicians would be sent from one or both post offices between which
-the breakdown occurred: - Trains » buses, horses and some automcbiles
vwere used by these repailr teams.

7. The titles of permanent technical employees of the post office adpinistrs- .
tlon were divided into 20 sslaried groups or categories. Linemen were in
‘the third castegory; mounters (installers).in the fifth; telephone and
telegraph 'supervisors in the sixth and seventh; mechanics in the eighth
‘and. ninth; chief mechanic in the 10th. = The administration organized courses
‘of three months for mounters and linemen and also maintained post,
telephone ‘and telegraph courses..of.pne .year for candidates .to higher

‘positions. vA supervisor had to ‘complete this one year course.
8. Ido notkn h *hanges the Soviets have made in personnel but as an
50X1 éxample, ﬁfnsﬁ Soviet occupation) switchmen we:e called
engineers; e Sowigls were very cautious sbout security matters. Soviet

soldiers were place on. guard posts in. various parts of the central office
‘building and yard in ungs.  The guard-room was Iocated in & slde office
-room.of: the frame room on the.first floor. Identification cards of every-
one entering were checked. The loyalty of all employees was checked and
Techecked by the Special Division of Post Administration, actually an
NEVD. datvision. All employees had ‘to make out numerous questionnaires.

i “Penunciatiom of fellow employees was:encouraged. -

50X1

9. The telegraph office was located on the third floor of the Kaunas-eentral
office. Before the Soviet occupation it employed 65 %o “T0 :
employeeg.  During the occupation the as .increased to over 100.
.The offilce was overloaded with work, primerily because it was mostly used
by officials for their commnications. Where the one lime with Hughes
‘apparatus had been used;. this plus three channels of the Bodeaux Kaunas -
Moscow: 1ine were overloaded. Hughes telegraph apparatus was used for
connections with Berlin, Moscow, Koenigsberg, Riga, Liepaja, Siauliai,
Vilnius, Klaipeda and Panevezys. On the remaining 20 or more telegraph
elrcuits; Morse equipment and seversl teletypes were used. There were
‘additiofidl telegraph lines between certain.post offices without direct

50X1 conneé'gions with Kaunas. 'all telegrams were strictly

- -¢ensored’by.the NKVD. e C i ad

- end -

ENCLOSURE (4): Sketch Showing General Layout .of Building Housing Central
, Officés of the Telephone and Télegraph Administration in
- Sketch -of :Basement Plan of Building
Sketeh of First Floor Plan™ - ... .
- Sketech of Seecond Floor Plan
Sketeh of Third Floor: Plan
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ENCLOSURE (E)
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